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The next meeting will be Tuesday May 5, 2009 at the Greenwell Springs Road Public Library at 7:00pm.
_______________________________________________________________________________________


Hurricane Gustav Recovery
Repairs to the field facilities are now complete and club members are enjoying using them.  One other project is now underway which is to add on an impound room located behind and in the center of the shed area.  As of this week only the basic framing is in place but it should take shape in the next few weeks.  Lee Boutwell and Vic Jines are spearheading the project with the help of others.  The room will be equipped with two small window air conditioning units and electrical outlets and will be used as an impound area during fly-ins and will also serve as a rest area and cooling off area during normal flying days.  At the monthly meeting last night it was proposed to installed some electrical receptacles on the vertical support poles for the shed and in the cooking area and in the new impound room.  Karl Boggs with the help of George Merzbacher and Ray Shook will do this work.  It was also proposed to install a new security gate at the entrance to the field near the Kissner Field sign between the two ditches located at that spot.  The gate would be on the property which we lease and we would have complete control over it and what locks etc. would be used.  Karl, George and Ray will also do this work so many thanks to them.   
Last Friday, April 3, those of us flying at the field were surprised to see that the field was marred by dozens of deep, 4” to 6” deep, horse hoof impressions.  Lee Kissner was contacted in person and came to the field to inspect the damage and promised to fix the problem by hauling in some dirt or whatever it takes.   Seems it was his daughters who were riding on the field.  However before Lee could take care of the problem some club members who flew the next day hooked up a trailer to our tractor and gathered up some dirt and filled in the holes so the problem is now fixed.   
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]



Choose the right U.S. Air Force insignia for your model (from AMA National Newsletter, May 2005)

Since World War I, The United States has had over eight different aircraft identification markings designed for its aircraft. Four of the insignia changes were made during World War II alone. There were many

reasons for insignia changes: looks too similar to enemy markings, hard to identify at a distance, etc.

So if you are interested and have the time, check out this United States Air Force Museum Web site:www.wpafb.of.mil/museum/ (search insignia).The Web site goes into detail about each U.S. insignia, why it was used, then changed, and how they were placed on the aircraft. Not a bad Web site. Now you’ll know not to build a F-4F Wildcat with 1947 markings or design a jet with 1918 markings! And once you get this insignia thing down, you’ll be able to identify a RC war bird, and almost tell what war and year that the aircraft flew in.

The evolution of insignia

Below are six of the most common Air Force insignia used from 1918 to present
1918: red outer circle, blue middle, white center

This design was adopted for easier identification during combat.
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1919: white star, red dot, black circle

The star in circle design was used prior to 1918. Its use was resumed in May of 1919.
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1942: white star, black circle

The red dot was removed to reduce confusion with Japanese insignia.
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1943:

white star, black circle, red trim

(August 1943)

white star, blue circle and trim

The first “Bars and Stars” design was easier to make out from a distance. The previous “Circle in

Star” designs looked like simple circles from a distance.
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1947:

white star, blue circle and trim, red bars This basic design is still in use on United States aircraft today. [image: image8.emf]
Hints and tips for beginners

1. Roll test steering in a driveway or basement. If it doesn’t roll straight at home, it won’t rolls straight on a

runway. Set control to the least sensitive position.

2. Put MonoKote (or other) small marks at the center of gravity on the wing to indicate balance location. It

makes it easier to check at the field. 

3. Balancing laterally (side to side) will help aircraft track better in maneuvers. Hold at the spinner and

tail. Add wingtip weight as necessary.

4. Check receiver battery every two or three flights. Make a chart of how long you have flown versus voltage

drop. Do not operate below 4.9 volts.

5. Always turn on your transmitter first and receiver second. Always turn off your receiver first and transmitter

second.

6. Range check your system before the first flight each time out. This should be performed with the engine

running at both idle and full throttle.

7. When using the buddy box system, make sure both boxes are set identically. Never turn the buddy box power “on.”

8. Remove transmitter neck straps when starting engines.

9. If you don’t have a starter, at least use a “chicken stick.” Do not hit against the propeller; start your flip

with the stick next to (touching) it.

10. Never jam a running starter onto the spinner. Back up the propeller and place the starter cone against the

spinner before turning it on.

11. When you start your engine, look at your watch and keep track of time. After your flight, check the fuel

level to judge maximum available flight time.

12. Do not reach over the propeller to adjust the needle valve. Do it from the rear. Do not position yourself or

others to the side of a rotating blade. It could fail on run-up or kick up debris.

from Fly Paper

via the newsletter of the

Orange Coast Radio Control Club

Betty Bliss, editor

Whittier CA
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